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Abstract 

The preservation of ancient knowledge and traditions plays a vital role in 

shaping the cultural and intellectual landscape of a society. In this context, the 

role of Sanskrit in preserving the Samhita and Shiddhanta traditions is pivotal. 

The Samhita refers to the foundational texts of various disciplines such as 

Ayurveda, Vedic studies, and astrology, while Shiddhanta encompasses the 

principles and methodologies followed in these disciplines. The Sanskrit 

language, as a medium of these texts, has acted as a conduit for transmitting 

profound knowledge from generation to generation. This paper explores the 

significance of Sanskrit in safeguarding these traditions, delving into its 

linguistic, cultural, and philosophical contributions to the preservation of 

ancient wisdom. 

 

Keywords: Sanskrit, Samhita, Shiddhanta, preservation, tradition, ancient 

texts, Vedic knowledge, cultural heritage 

 

 



 
 
 

23 Page 22-28 © MANTECH PUBLICATIONS 2025. All Rights Reserved 

 

Journal of Samhita, Shiddhanta and Sanskrit 

Volume 3, Issue 1, January-June 2025 

 

 
INTRODUCTION 

Sanskrit, an ancient Indo-Aryan language, holds an esteemed position in Indian intellectual 

and spiritual traditions. It is not only a language but also a bridge between past and present, 

serving as the key to understanding and preserving ancient texts and traditions. The Samhita 

and Shiddhanta traditions, integral to various schools of thought in India, have been 

transmitted primarily in Sanskrit. These traditions include profound knowledge systems such 

as Ayurveda, Vedic philosophy, astronomy, and mathematics, which continue to influence 

contemporary practices and thought. 

 

The preservation of these traditions is crucial for maintaining continuity in cultural and 

scientific practices. This paper explores how Sanskrit has played an essential role in this 

preservation by serving as the vehicle for transmitting these texts across generations. It 

examines the historical and intellectual significance of Sanskrit and its contribution to 

ensuring the survival of the Samhita and Shiddhanta traditions. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

The preservation of ancient Indian knowledge has been an ongoing concern for scholars, 

practitioners, and historians alike. Sanskrit, with its systematic grammar and phonetic 

precision, has been regarded as a language ideally suited for preserving ancient knowledge. 

Historical texts, ranging from the Vedas and Upanishads to the classical treatises of Ayurveda 

and astronomy, are predominantly written in Sanskrit. Scholars such as Panini, Bhattoji 

Diksita, and others have elaborated on how the structure of Sanskrit has contributed to the 

preservation of these texts, emphasizing its potential to capture intricate ideas with great 

precision. 

 

The Samhita tradition, primarily associated with the Vedic texts, encompasses a vast body of 

literature that deals with ritualistic practices, hymns, and philosophical discourses. These texts 

are foundational for understanding the religious and spiritual practices of ancient India. 

Similarly, the Shiddhanta tradition, particularly in astrology and astronomy, outlines the 

scientific methodologies and cosmic theories prevalent in ancient India. Both these traditions 

owe their survival largely to Sanskrit, which has allowed these texts to be accurately passed 

down over millennia. 
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Various researchers, including K. A. Nilakanta Sastri and S. Radhakrishnan, have discussed 

the role of Sanskrit in maintaining the continuity of Indian knowledge systems. They argue 

that without Sanskrit, much of the ancient intellectual heritage would have been lost or 

misinterpreted due to the lack of standardized linguistic tools. 

 

THE ROLE OF SANSKRIT IN THE PRESERVATION OF THE SAMHITA 

TRADITION 

 

Table 1: Comparison of Key Shiddhantic Texts and Their Areas of Focus 

Name of Text Author 
Approx. 

Period 
Area of Focus 

Surya Siddhanta 
Unknown (multiple 

revisions) 

~4th-5th 

century CE 

Astronomy, planetary 

motion 

Aryabhatiya Aryabhata 499 CE 
Mathematics, planetary 

theory 

Brahmasphutasiddhanta Brahmagupta 628 CE 
Algebra, zero and negative 

numbers 

Siddhanta Shiromani Bhaskara II 1150 CE 
Algebra, geometry, 

astronomy 

 

Linguistic Precision in Transcription and Transmission 

The Samhita texts, primarily associated with the Vedas, are composed in a highly structured 

and precise form of Sanskrit. This linguistic precision ensures that the original meanings are 

preserved and transmitted without distortion. The phonetic quality of Sanskrit also aids in 

maintaining the sound patterns, which are considered an essential aspect of Vedic recitation. 

These sounds are believed to carry spiritual and metaphysical significance, thereby making 

Sanskrit an indispensable medium for the preservation of these texts. 

 

Cultural Significance in Ritual and Practice 

Sanskrit serves not only as a medium of intellectual knowledge but also as a language of ritual 

and cultural practices. The Samhita tradition is intricately linked to religious rituals, many of 

which require the recitation of specific mantras and hymns in Sanskrit. These rituals are 



 
 
 

25 Page 22-28 © MANTECH PUBLICATIONS 2025. All Rights Reserved 

 

Journal of Samhita, Shiddhanta and Sanskrit 

Volume 3, Issue 1, January-June 2025 

 

 
performed in adherence to ancient texts, with Sanskrit being the key to unlocking their correct 

pronunciation and meaning. This ensures that the rituals maintain their original potency and 

sanctity, thus preserving the cultural heritage associated with them. 

 

THE ROLE OF SANSKRIT IN THE PRESERVATION OF THE SHIDDHANTA 

TRADITION 

Transmission of Scientific Knowledge 

The Shiddhanta tradition, particularly in astrology and astronomy, is a systematic approach to 

understanding the cosmos, time, and various phenomena. Ancient texts such as the "Surya 

Siddhanta" and "Aryabhatiya" are written in Sanskrit and provide detailed insights into 

astronomical calculations, the movement of celestial bodies, and the structure of the universe. 

Sanskrit, with its sophisticated terminology and syntax, plays a critical role in preserving the 

accuracy of these scientific principles. The correct interpretation of Sanskrit ensures that these 

scientific concepts are not lost over time and continue to be relevant in modern discussions on 

astronomy and related fields. 

 

Mathematical Precision in Ancient Texts 

Many texts within the Shiddhanta tradition also contain mathematical principles that were 

ahead of their time. Sanskrit has been instrumental in conveying complex mathematical ideas 

with clarity, which has helped preserve the legacy of ancient Indian mathematics. The 

Sanskrit terminology used in these texts has provided a framework for understanding concepts 

like zero, infinity, and decimal systems, which have had a profound influence on global 

mathematical thought. 

 

CHALLENGES IN PRESERVING THE SAMHITA AND SHIDDHANTA 

TRADITION 

Table 2: Decline in Sanskrit Literacy over Time (Sample Data) 

Time Period 
Percentage of Population Proficient in 

Sanskrit 
Common Learning Medium 

5th–12th Century 

CE 

Estimated 30–40% among scholarly 

communities 
Gurukula and oral tradition 

18th Century CE ~10–15% among literate elite Manuscripts and temple schools 
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Time Period 
Percentage of Population Proficient in 

Sanskrit 
Common Learning Medium 

20th Century CE Less than 1% Sanskrit colleges, niche interest 

21st Century CE Revival attempts underway 
Online platforms, university 

electives 

 

Decline in Sanskrit Proficiency 

One of the major challenges in preserving the Samhita and Shiddhanta traditions is the decline 

in Sanskrit proficiency, particularly among younger generations. As modern languages and 

technologies dominate the cultural landscape, Sanskrit, once a widely spoken and learned 

language, has become increasingly limited to specialized fields. This has led to the loss of 

interest in studying classical texts, which are often complex and require a deep understanding 

of linguistic nuances. 

 

Fragmentation of Texts 

Another challenge in preserving these traditions is the fragmentation of ancient manuscripts. 

Over the centuries, many important texts have been lost, damaged, or scattered across 

different regions and cultures. The preservation of these texts in their original Sanskrit form 

has become difficult due to the lack of proper archival practices and the threat of 

environmental degradation. Furthermore, many texts exist only in handwritten copies, which 

are susceptible to errors and inconsistencies during reproduction. 

 

SCOPE FOR THE FUTURE 

Revitalizing Sanskrit Education 

One of the most promising ways to ensure the preservation of the Samhita and Shiddhanta 

traditions is to revitalize Sanskrit education. By incorporating Sanskrit into mainstream 

education and encouraging its study, future generations can gain direct access to these ancient 

texts and their wisdom. Moreover, the use of modern technologies like digital archives and 

databases can make these texts more accessible and ensure their protection against physical 

degradation. 
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Interdisciplinary Research 

Another key aspect of preserving these traditions is promoting interdisciplinary research that 

bridges the gap between traditional knowledge and contemporary scientific advancements. By 

integrating Sanskrit studies with modern fields such as astronomy, medicine, and 

mathematics, scholars can ensure that ancient wisdom continues to contribute to modern 

knowledge systems. This can also foster a deeper understanding of the cultural and 

intellectual significance of these traditions in today's world. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Sanskrit plays a crucial role in the preservation of the Samhita and Shiddhanta traditions, 

ensuring that ancient knowledge is transmitted with accuracy and integrity. Its linguistic 

precision, cultural significance, and ability to encapsulate complex scientific and 

philosophical ideas make it an invaluable tool in safeguarding these traditions. However, 

challenges such as the decline in Sanskrit proficiency and the fragmentation of texts must be 

addressed to ensure the continued survival of these traditions. By revitalizing Sanskrit 

education and promoting interdisciplinary research, it is possible to secure the future of the 

Samhita and Shiddhanta traditions and maintain their relevance in the modern world. 
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