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ABSTRACT 

Electric Vehicles (EVs) have emerged as a sustainable solution to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions and dependence on fossil fuels. Their adoption has 

increased globally due to advances in battery technologies, government 

incentives, and growing environmental awareness. However, the expansion of 

EVs is significantly constrained by the availability and efficiency of charging 

infrastructure. This paper reviews the current status of EV technologies, 

charging infrastructure, and key challenges in integration. Different charging 

techniques, smart grid integration, and policy frameworks are discussed. 

Finally, the paper highlights future directions for sustainable deployment of 

EVs and effective charging networks. 

 

KEYWORDS: Electric vehicles, Charging infrastructure, Battery technologies, 

Smart grids, Renewable energy integration, fast charging. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The transportation sector contributes significantly to global carbon emissions, prompting the 

need for clean mobility solutions. Electric Vehicles (EVs), including Battery Electric Vehicles 

(BEVs) and Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicles (PHEVs), offer zero tailpipe emissions and high 

energy efficiency. 

 

EV adoption is increasing worldwide, driven by technological advancements and government 

policies promoting clean energy. According to the International Energy Agency (IEA), global 
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 EV stock reached over 16 million units in 2022, marking a significant milestone in sustainable 

transport. 

 

Despite this growth, several challenges persist, mainly related to battery performance, charging 

infrastructure, and grid integration. Efficient and accessible charging networks are crucial to 

support large-scale EV adoption. This review aims to present the current state-of-the-art of EV 

technologies and charging infrastructure, identify challenges, and suggest future research 

directions. 

 

ELECTRIC VEHICLES (EVS): CLASSIFICATION AND TECHNOLOGY 

Electric Vehicles (EVs) represent a diverse set of transportation technologies that rely, partially 

or entirely, on electric energy for propulsion. Unlike conventional vehicles powered solely by 

internal combustion engines (ICE), EVs leverage electric motors, offering higher energy 

efficiency, lower operational emissions, and quieter operation. Understanding EV 

classifications is crucial because each type differs in energy source, range, charging 

requirements, and environmental impact. 

 

EV technology can broadly be divided into three main types: Battery Electric Vehicles 

(BEVs), Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicles (PHEVs), and Hybrid Electric Vehicles (HEVs). 

Each type has unique characteristics, which influence infrastructure requirements, market 

adoption, and suitability for different driving patterns. 

 

1. Types of EVs 

a) Battery Electric Vehicles (BEVs) 

BEVs are fully electric vehicles that rely entirely on onboard batteries for propulsion. They 

have no internal combustion engine and produce zero tailpipe emissions. The electric motor 

draws energy exclusively from a rechargeable battery pack, which must be charged from an 

external power source, such as home chargers or public charging stations. 

 

Key Features: 

 Energy source: Fully electric battery 

 Zero emissions at the point of use 

 Dependence on charging infrastructure 
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Advantages: 

 No fuel costs and very low maintenance due to fewer moving parts 

 High energy efficiency (electric motors can exceed 90% efficiency) 

 Silent operation and smooth acceleration 

 

Limitations: 

 Limited driving range compared to conventional vehicles, though improving with advanced 

batteries 

 Longer charging times depending on charger type 

 High initial cost due to battery expense 

 

Examples of BEVs: Tata Nexon EV, MG ZS EV, Hyundai Kona Electric, Mahindra e-Verito. 

EVs are generally classified based on powertrain configuration: 

 

Table: 1 

Type Description Examples 

Battery Electric 

Vehicle (BEV) 

Fully electric vehicle powered solely by 

batteries. 

Tata Nexon EV, MG 

ZS EV 

Plug-in Hybrid 

Electric Vehicle 

(PHEV) 

Combines internal combustion engine (ICE) 

with battery-powered electric motor. Can be 

charged externally. 

Mitsubishi Outlander 

PHEV, Toyota Prius 

Prime 

Hybrid Electric 

Vehicle (HEV) 

Combines ICE and electric motor but cannot 

be charged externally. Energy is recovered via 

regenerative braking. 

Toyota Camry Hybrid, 

Honda Accord Hybrid 

 

2. Battery Technologies 

Batteries are the heart of an electric vehicle (EV) because they directly determine driving 

range, vehicle cost, charging speed, and performance. The choice of battery technology 

impacts EV adoption, as it affects both the user experience and the economic feasibility of 

electric mobility. 

Modern EV batteries must satisfy multiple requirements simultaneously: 

 High energy density: To allow longer driving ranges without excessively large or heavy 

battery packs. 

 High power density: To support rapid acceleration and regenerative braking. 
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 Long cycle life: To ensure durability over many charge/discharge cycles. 

 Thermal stability and safety: To minimize risks of overheating or fire. 

 Cost-effectiveness: To make EVs affordable for mass adoption. 

 

Currently, the most common battery types in EVs are Lithium-ion (Li-ion), Lithium Iron 

Phosphate (LiFePO4), and Solid-State batteries. 

 

a) Lithium-ion (Li-ion) Batteries 

Lithium-ion batteries are the dominant technology in modern EVs due to their high energy 

density, good cycle life, and reasonably mature manufacturing processes. 

 

Key Characteristics: 

 Energy density: 150–250 Wh/kg 

 Cycle life: 1000–2000 full cycles 

 Voltage: 3.2–3.7 V per cell 

 Typical application: Passenger cars, SUVs, electric buses 

 

Advantages: 

 High energy density allows long driving ranges for EVs. 

 Well-established supply chain and widespread adoption. 

 Efficient energy conversion, supporting regenerative braking. 

 

Limitations: 

 Risk of thermal runaway under extreme conditions. 

 Relatively high cost due to lithium and cobalt content. 

 Capacity degradation over time reduces driving range. 

 

Examples of EVs using Li-ion: Tesla Model 3, Hyundai Kona Electric, Nissan Leaf 

 

b) Lithium Iron Phosphate (LiFePO4) Batteries 

LiFePO4 batteries are gaining popularity for EVs and electric buses due to their superior 

safety, long cycle life, and thermal stability, though their energy density is slightly lower 

than Li-ion. 
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Key Characteristics: 

 Energy density: 90–160 Wh/kg 

 Cycle life: 200–5000 cycles 

 Voltage: 3.2 V per cell 

 Typical application: Mass-market EVs, electric buses, stationary storage 

 

Advantages: 

 Excellent thermal and chemical stability, reducing fire risk. 

 Longer lifespan than traditional Li-ion batteries. 

 Less dependency on cobalt reduces cost and environmental concerns. 

 

Limitations: 

 Lower energy density reduces driving range for the same battery size. 

 Slightly heavier, affecting vehicle efficiency and handling. 

 

Examples of EVs using LiFePO4: BYD e6, Tata Nexon EV, MG ZS EV 

 

c) Solid-State Batteries 

Solid-state batteries replace liquid electrolytes with solid materials. This emerging technology 

offers higher energy density, better safety, and longer cycle life, making it promising for 

next-generation EVs. 

 

Key Characteristics: 

 Energy density: 250–500 Wh/kg 

 Cycle life: 3000–5000 cycles 

 Operating temperature: Wider range due to solid electrolyte 

 Typical application: Upcoming EV models, prototype vehicles 

 

Advantages: 

 Lower risk of thermal runaway, enhancing safety. 

 Potentially faster charging compared to conventional Li-ion. 

 Very high energy density allows longer driving ranges. 
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Limitations: 

 High manufacturing complexity and cost. 

 Commercial mass production is still limited. 

 Technical challenges remain in scaling up for large EV batteries. 

 

Examples in development: Toyota solid-state EV prototypes, QuantumScape batteries 

 

3. EV Charging Modes 

EV charging can be classified based on power levels, speed, and voltage, which affect 

charging time, infrastructure cost, and compatibility. Proper understanding of charging modes 

is essential for planning EV adoption and supporting infrastructure. 

 

a) Level 1 Charging (Slow AC Charging) 

 Uses standard household outlets (120 V AC). 

 Power output: 1.4–2 kW 

 Charging time: 8–12 hours for a full charge 

 

Advantages: 

 Convenient for home use with no additional infrastructure required. 

 Low installation and operational cost. 

 

Limitations: 

 Very slow for EVs with large battery capacity. 

 Not suitable for commercial fleets or public fast-changing needs. 

 

Use case: Overnight home charging for daily commutes. 

 

b) Level 2 Charging (Fast AC Charging) 

 Uses a dedicated 240 V AC supply. 

 Power output: 3–22 kW 

 Charging time: 3–6 hours depending on battery capacity 

 

Advantages: 

 Faster than Level 1, convenient for home and public locations. 
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 Compatible with most modern EVs. 

 

Limitations: 

 Requires dedicated installation and slightly higher cost. 

 Not ideal for long-distance travel when rapid charging is needed. 

 

Use case: Residential, workplaces, public parking lots. 

 

c) Level 3 Charging (DC Fast Charging / Rapid Charging) 

 Uses DC directly to battery, bypassing vehicle onboard charger. 

 Power output: 50–350 kW (some ultra-fast chargers up to 500 kW) 

 Charging time: 20–60 minutes for 80% battery 

 

Advantages: 

 Rapid charging reduces range anxiety. 

 Ideal for long-distance travel and highway networks. 

 

Limitations: 

 Expensive infrastructure and high grid demand. 

 Frequent use may slightly reduce battery lifespan. 

 

Use case: Highway stations, public rapid charging hubs. 

 

Table 2: EV charging can be classified based on power levels: 

Charging Level Voltage/Power Typical Time Use Case 

Level 1 (Slow) 120 V / 1.4 kW 8–12 hours Home charging 

Level 2 (Fast) 240 V / 3–22 kW 3–6 hours Residential and public chargers 

Level 3 (DC 

Fast) 

400–800 V / 50–350 

kW 

30 min–1 

hour 

Highway or rapid public 

charging 

 

EV CHARGING INFRASTRUCTURE 

The widespread adoption of electric vehicles (EVs) relies heavily on the availability, reliability, 

and efficiency of charging infrastructure. Charging infrastructure can be broadly categorized 

into private and public networks, and its integration with the electrical grid is essential to 
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ensure efficient operation. Additionally, infrastructure deployment faces economic, technical, 

and regulatory challenges that must be addressed for large-scale EV adoption. 

 

1. Public vs. Private Charging 

EV charging infrastructure can be divided based on ownership and accessibility: 

 

a) Private Charging 

Private charging stations are usually installed at homes, workplaces, or apartment 

complexes. They offer convenience and low operational costs for EV owners. 

 

Key Features: 

 Typically Level 1 or Level 2 chargers for home use 

 Connected to existing electrical networks with minimal upgrades 

 Mainly used during overnight or extended periods of vehicle inactivity 

 

Advantages: 

 High convenience and accessibility for daily commuters 

 Minimal wait times and secure access 

 Low cost compared to public stations 

 

Limitations: 

 Limited availability for drivers without personal parking 

 Not suitable for long-distance travel or rapid top-ups 

 

Example: A Tesla Wall Connector installed in a home garage providing 11 kW AC charging 

overnight. 

 

b) Public Charging 

Complexes and urban streets. They are essential to support long-distance travel and to 

alleviate range anxiety among EV users. 

 

Key Features: 

 Typically Level 2 AC chargers or DC fast chargers (50–350 kW) 

 Often networked and accessible via apps or RFID cards 



    
 

 

32 Page 24-37 © MANTECH PUBLICATIONS 2026. All Rights Reserved 

 

Journal of Current Trends in Electrical Engineering 

Volume 11, Issue 1, January-April 2026 

ISSN: 3107-4375 (Online) 

  

 

 

 Can include renewable energy sources like solar PV in combination with energy storage 

 

Advantages: 

 Supports EV adoption in urban and highway networks 

 Enables rapid top-ups during travel 

 Can provide grid services through smart charging 

 

Limitations: 

 High installation and maintenance costs 

 Requires proper location planning to maximize usage 

 May involve user wait times during peak demand 

 

Example: ABB Terra 360 DC fast charging station in public highway corridors, capable of 

charging multiple EVs simultaneously. 

 

2. Smart Charging and Grid Integration 

As EV adoption grows, unmanaged charging can create stress on local distribution networks 

and increase peak load. Smart charging and grid integration allow intelligent control of EV 

charging, improving energy efficiency, reducing electricity costs, and enabling integration of 

renewable energy sources (RES). 

 

a) Demand Response (DR) 

Demand Response is a strategy where charging is modulated based on grid conditions: 

 Charging rates are reduced during peak demand periods and increased during off-peak 

periods. 

 Helps utilities balance load and prevent grid instability. 

 Often implemented via smart chargers and mobile apps. 

 

Example: In California, EV charging is automatically slowed during peak hours to reduce 

strain on transformers, while off-peak charging uses cheaper electricity. 

 

b) Vehicle-to-Grid (V2G) 

V2G allows EVs to return stored energy to the grid during peak demand periods: 

 EVs act as distributed energy storage for the grid. 
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 Supports renewable energy integration by providing storage for excess solar or wind power. 

 Can generate income for EV owners in energy markets. 

 

Advantages: 

 Reduces peak load on the grid 

 Improves utilization of renewable energy 

 Provides ancillary services like frequency regulation 

 

Limitations: 

 Requires bidirectional chargers and compatible grid systems 

 Frequent cycling may accelerate battery degradation 

 

c) Load Management Systems 

Load management coordinates charging of multiple EVs in a network to prevent overloading 

local transformers and distribution lines: 

 Prioritizes charging based on vehicle state-of-charge (SoC), grid capacity, and user 

preferences 

 Optimizes energy use to avoid grid upgrades in residential and commercial areas 

 Can be integrated with renewable energy sources to charge EVs when excess energy is 

available 

 

Example: A residential complex with 50 EVs uses a cloud-based load management system to 

stagger charging schedules overnight, reducing peak electricity consumption 

  

3. Challenges in Infrastructure Deployment 

Despite technological advancements, several challenges hinder large-scale deployment of EV 

charging infrastructure: 

a) High Initial Cost 

 Fast chargers, energy storage, and grid upgrades require substantial investment. 

 Costs include installation, cabling, transformers, safety systems, and maintenance. 

 Public-private partnerships or government incentives are often needed to support 

investment. 
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b) Uneven Distribution 

 Urban areas tend to have better coverage than rural or semi-urban areas. 

 Uneven distribution can limit EV adoption in less accessible regions. 

 Strategic location planning is essential to reduce “charging deserts.” 

 

c) Standardization Issues 

 Multiple charging connectors exist (CCS, CHAdeMO, Type-2, and GB/T). 

 Lack of interoperability creates inconvenience for EV users and limits charging station 

usability. 

 Standardization efforts are ongoing globally to unify connector types and communication 

protocols. 

 

INTEGRATION WITH RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES 

EVs and renewable energy sources (RES) can synergize to reduce carbon footprint: 

 Solar-powered charging stations can reduce dependence on the grid. 

 Integration of wind and solar with smart chargers enables cost-efficient energy usage. 

 Energy storage systems (ESS) can buffer intermittent RES generation. 

 

 

Figure 1: EV Charging Integrated with Renewable Energy 

 

FAST CHARGING TECHNOLOGIES 

Fast charging is essential for widespread EV adoption. Key technologies include: 

1. DC Fast Charging (50–350 kW): Reduces charging time to less than an hour for most 

EVs. 
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2. Ultra-Fast Charging (>350 kW): Emerging for long-range EVs; requires robust grid 

connections. 

3. Wireless (Inductive) Charging: Allows contactless charging, increasing convenience but 

currently lower efficiency. 

 

Table 3: Comparison of Charging Technologies 

Technology Efficiency Cost Advantages Limitations 

Level 1 95% Low Home charging, low cost Very slow 

Level 2 90% Moderate 
Faster home/public 

charging 
Medium charging time 

DC Fast 85–90% High Rapid charging High cost, grid stress 

Wireless 80–85% 
Very 

high 
Convenience, no cables 

Lower efficiency, 

expensive 

 

POLICY AND INCENTIVES 

Government policies play a critical role in EV adoption: 

 Subsidies and Tax Incentives: Reduce vehicle cost and promote infrastructure 

investment. 

 Mandatory EV Quotas: Some states mandate a percentage of new vehicles to be electric. 

 Standardization Programs: Encourage uniform charging standards for interoperability. 

 

Example (India): The FAME II scheme provides financial incentives for EVs and charging 

stations. 

 

CHALLENGES AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS 

1. Challenges 

 High battery cost and raw material scarcity (lithium, cobalt). 

 Charging infrastructure gaps, especially in rural areas. 

 Grid capacity limitations during peak EV charging times. 

 Environmental concerns related to battery disposal and recycling. 
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2. Future Directions 

 Development of high-capacity solid-state batteries. 

 Expansion of ultra-fast charging networks along highways. 

 Integration of EVs with smart grids and renewable energy. 

 Policies promoting battery recycling and second-life applications. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Electric Vehicles and charging infrastructure represent a crucial step toward sustainable 

mobility. While EV adoption is rising, challenges in battery technology, charging 

infrastructure, and grid integration persist. Future research must focus on advanced batteries, 

fast and standardized charging solutions, and smart energy management systems to support 

large-scale EV deployment. Policy measures, combined with renewable energy integration, can 

further accelerate the transition to clean transportation. 
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