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Abstract
Network synthesis is a fundamental area of electrical engineering concerned with the
systematic design of electrical networks that satisfy prescribed performance specifications.
When restricted to passive components such as resistors, inductors, and capacitors, network
synthesis plays a critical role in the design of filters, impedance matching networks,
attenuators, and signal conditioning circuits. Passive network synthesis ensures inherent
stability, reliability, and low noise, making it highly desirable in analog and power
applications. This paper presents a comprehensive study of network synthesis using passive
components. Classical synthesis techniques based on driving-point functions, positive real
functions, and canonical forms are discussed in detail. Foster and Cauer synthesis methods
are explained with conceptual clarity. Practical considerations, limitations, and modern
applications are also examined. Tables and two-dimensional figures are included to aid
understanding. The paper highlights the continued relevance of passive network synthesis in
contemporary electrical engineering despite the rise of active and digital systems.
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INTRODUCTION
The design of electrical networks traditionally follows two complementary approaches:
analysis and synthesis. While network analysis determines the behavior of a given circuit,
network synthesis addresses the inverse problem of designing a circuit that meets specified
performance criteria. Network synthesis is particularly important when engineers are required
to realize a desired impedance, admittance, or transfer characteristic using physically
realizable components.

Passive network synthesis focuses on the use of resistors, inductors, and capacitors. Unlike
active networks, passive networks do not require external power sources for amplification
and are inherently stable. This makes them suitable for applications where reliability,
linearity, and low noise are critical, such as communication filters, power system networks,
and measurement instrumentation.

This paper provides a detailed exposition of network synthesis using passive components.
Emphasis is placed on theoretical foundations, classical synthesis techniques, and practical
relevance. The discussion aims to bridge mathematical concepts with engineering
implementation.

2. Fundamentals of Network Synthesis
2.1 Concept of Synthesis
Network synthesis is the process of constructing a network that exhibits a desired electrical
behavior. The desired behavior is usually expressed in terms of:

 Driving-point impedance or admittance
 Transfer function
 Frequency response characteristics

The synthesis problem involves determining a network configuration and component values
that realize the given function.
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2.2 Passive Elements and Constraints
Passive elements obey physical constraints such as energy conservation and non-negativity of
energy dissipation. These constraints impose mathematical conditions on realizable network
functions.

3. Driving-Point Functions and Positive Realness
3.1 Driving-Point Impedance and Admittance
A driving-point function describes the impedance or admittance seen at a pair of terminals of
a network. For passive network synthesis, the driving-point function must satisfy specific
properties.

3.2 Positive Real Functions
A function is said to be positive real if:

 It is real for real values of frequency
 Its real part is non-negative for all frequencies

Positive realness is a necessary and sufficient condition for the realizability of a passive
network.

Table 1: Properties of Positive Real Functions
Property Description

Realness Function has real coefficients

Stability Poles lie in the left half-plane

Passivity Real part is non-negative

4. Foster Synthesis Methods
Foster synthesis is one of the earliest and most intuitive methods for passive network
realization.

4.1 Foster Form I
Foster Form I realizes an impedance function as a series connection of parallel LC branches.
It is particularly useful for impedance functions expressed as partial fraction expansions.
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4.2 Foster Form II
Foster Form II realizes an admittance function using parallel combinations of series LC
branches. This form is often preferred when admittance characteristics are specified.

5. Cauer Synthesis Methods
Cauer synthesis provides a more compact and systematic realization compared to Foster
forms.

5.1 Cauer Form I
Cauer Form I uses continued fraction expansion about infinity. It results in a ladder network
consisting of series inductors and shunt capacitors.

5.2 Cauer Form II
Cauer Form II uses continued fraction expansion about zero frequency. It yields an
alternative ladder structure with dual element placement.

Table 2: Comparison of Foster and Cauer Forms
Aspect Foster Form Cauer Form

Network structure Parallel branches Ladder network

Component count Higher Lower

Compactness Moderate High

6. Two-Dimensional Illustrations
---L1---+---L2---+

| |
C1 C2
| |

GND GND
Figure 1: Foster Form I Realization

This figure represents a series connection of parallel LC branches.
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---L1---+---L2---+
| |

C1 C2
| |

GND GND
Figure 2: Cauer Ladder Network

The ladder structure highlights the compact nature of Cauer synthesis.

7. Synthesis of RC and RL Networks
In many low-frequency applications, inductors are impractical due to size and cost.

7.1 RC Network Synthesis
RC synthesis is widely used in timing circuits and low-frequency filters. The realizable
functions must have poles and zeros on the negative real axis.

7.2 RL Network Synthesis
RL networks are common in power systems and transient analysis. They are particularly
useful in modeling magnetic and resistive effects.

8. Practical Considerations in Passive Network Synthesis
8.1 Component Tolerances
Real components deviate from ideal values. Synthesis methods must consider tolerances to
ensure acceptable performance.

8.2 Losses and Parasitics
Inductors and capacitors exhibit parasitic resistance and non-ideal behavior at high
frequencies. These effects influence synthesis accuracy.

9. Applications of Passive Network Synthesis
9.1 Filter Design
Passive network synthesis forms the foundation of analog filter design, including low-pass,
high-pass, band-pass, and band-stop filters.
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9.2 Impedance Matching
Matching networks designed using synthesis techniques ensure maximum power transfer in
communication systems.

9.3 Power System Networks
Passive synthesis aids in modeling transmission lines and load networks for stability and
protection studies.

10. Advantages and Limitations
Advantages

 Inherent stability
 Low noise performance
 High reliability
 No external power requirement

Limitations
 Larger size compared to active networks
 Limited gain capability
 Reduced flexibility in some applications

11. Modern Relevance and Future Scope
Despite the dominance of digital and active circuits, passive network synthesis remains
relevant. Modern research focuses on miniaturization, integrated passive devices, and
computer-aided synthesis algorithms. Hybrid approaches combining passive synthesis with
active compensation are also gaining importance.

CONCLUSION
Network synthesis using passive components is a cornerstone of classical and modern
electrical engineering. Techniques such as Foster and Cauer synthesis provide systematic and
reliable methods for realizing desired network characteristics. Passive networks offer
unmatched stability and robustness, making them indispensable in filters, power systems, and
communication applications. As technology evolves, passive network synthesis continues to
adapt, maintaining its relevance in both academic study and industrial practice.
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